December 10, 2007

Dear Christian Fellow Laborers for Christ

Greetings to you during this glorious Christmas season, your family and to the congregation of which you serve.  Here we are 104 years since the Arise Shine of the last days Church of God on this side of the dark ages.  Former General Overseer, A. J. Tomlinson, possibly never could have envisioned the turmoil and strife that each of us have encountered in our Christian walk.  Yet we find ourselves in a spiritual battle, a spiritual warfare for our very souls.  There are almost seven billion people on the face of this planet with many of them never hearing the name of Jesus Christ or experiencing His glorious gospel.  Satan has divided the Kingdom of God into hundreds if not thousands of factions, in order to hinder the work that the Lord has placed upon us to accomplish.  This division is not of God nor is it God’s plan for his sheep to be divided.  It is His desire that His children everywhere be “One”.  Christ’s prayer is,  “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me” (John 17:20-23).  Jesus, being of perfect faith, never prayed a prayer that the Heavenly Father did not answer.  This prayer likewise will be fulfilled.

We share the same heritage that our forefathers embraced on this side of the Arise Shine, such men as: A. J. Tomlinson, M. A. Tomlinson, D. H. Queener, John A. Stubbs, E. H. Griffith, Robert J. Pruitt, as well as many others shared in this same vision and revelation of our Lord.  That vision was and is that we be “One”.  We all have come from the name, The Church of God.  Later on “of prophecy” was added.   In a court of law our ministers argued strongly that we were the Church that was prophesied to arise out of the dark ages fulfilling prophecy that “the gates of hell” would not prevail against His Church.  

Today, 2007 Jesus still has a bride, a group of people who strongly preach, teach and proclaim the exclusiveness of the Body of Christ.  The Church of God continues to hold to the heritage that your father and grandfathers preached about, sacrificed for, and many died believing in this “One Fold” doctrine.  

Yes, we share the same heritage.  Our forefathers used the name The Church of God, because it was and is our biblical name.  They accepted the responsibility to be The Church of God, in practice, government, discipline and doctrine.  We are still in fact holding to this vision and revelation.  

· We still hold to rightly dividing the Word of truth.

· We continue to preach a life of holiness in which an individual is to live a life free from sin.

· We still preach that sanctification makes this possible through Jesus’ precious blood.

· We still believe in total abstinence from all liquor and strong drink.

· We still practice all the ordinances including the Lord’s Supper and Washing the saints’ feet.

· We hold to our heritage, where the Bible declares the doctrine of Divorce and Remarriage Evil, in which the Bible is clear that there is to be one man for one woman, until death do us part.

· We still hold to the belief that our Lord’s Church is but “One”.  We still teach and believe that there is One Church for all and that all of God’s sheep will be gathered into one fold.

· We still hold to the Important Bible Truths as well as the inerrancy of the entire Word of God.   

If your heart believes the same and you are still maintaining our heritage then I extend to you an open invitation for communication and dialogue.  I offer a concerted unified effort to evangelize this world.  “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd” (John 10:16).  This prayer, my friend will be answered by our Lord.  

Your name and address was given to us by a caring, loyal brother in the Lord that wanted you to receive this information.  It is now up to you.  What will you do with this information?  We are not asking you to do more than you are led by the Spirit to do, and whatever decision that you make, be assured that we will be praying for you.

The following is a list of our Field Secretaries, General Coordinators, Regional Overseers, addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses.  

J. Jerry Wilda 





H. L. Cannon

Field Secretary – Regional Overseer


Field Secretary

17266 Homedale Road




7404 Georgetown Road, NW

Caldwell, ID 83607




Georgetown, TN 37336

208/459-2414





423/479-1647

papajerryw@aol.com




hlcannon@msn.com
Amy Ranee Hatton




K. Scott Hatton–Bible Training Institute/

Assembly Band Movement Coordinator

Assistant Editor of The Arise Shine
6200 Eric Drive





6200 Eric Drive

Floyds Knobs, IN 47119




Floyds Knobs, IN 47119

812/989-0006





812/989-0006

KScott.Hatton@jefferson.kyschools.us

KScott.Hatton@jefferson.kyschools.us
Juan N. Bonilla – Church of Prophecy Marker
Morris C. Jackson

Association/General Website Coordinator

Evangelism Coordinator

8851 Firestone Plaza




217 McNickle Drive

Southgate, CA 90280




Smyrna, TN 37167

323/566-8079





615/267-0616

Jbonilla1986@yahoo.com



mcjack1136@comcast.net
Alexander Jackson Sr. 




Jill Ryan

Sunday School Coordinator



Victory Leaders Band Coordinator

P O Box 1889





168 Morning Glory Lane, NE

Smyrna, TN 37167





Cleveland, TN 37323

615/355-6615





423/339-1031

ajaxsr@comcast.net 




caryjillryan@yahoo.com
Amanda Slack





Cary W. Ryan

Women’s Missionary Band Coordinator

World Mission Coordinator

608 Donna Drive





168 Morning Glory Lane, NE

Nampa, ID 83686





Cleveland, TN 37323

859/539-8087





423/339-1031

gogoslacker@hotmail.com



caryjillryan@yahoo.com
José L. Castellanos





Donald R. Estep, I 

Regional Overseer





Regional Overseer

255 South Avenue 19




P O Box 443

Los Angeles, CA 90031




Springfield, KY 40069

323/227-0461





859/375-4149

castellanos3551@yahoo.com



mountainpreachersson@yahoo.com
Michael W. Bridges 




Alexander Jackson, Sr.

Regional Overseer





Regional Overseer – OK/TX

P O Box 787





P O Box 1889

Picayune, MS 39466




Smyrna, TN 37167

423/503-9887





615/355-6615

michaelbridgessr@bellsouth.net


ajaxsr@comcast.net
Ralph L. Lester





Arturo M. Aviles

Regional Overseer





Regional Overseer

P O Box 4078





4041 16th Avenue

Cleveland, TN 37320-4078



Kenosha, WI 53140

523/476-2428





262/544-0371

shirleyvanles@hotmail.com



cpma4303@yahoo.com
Please feel free to contact my office or any of the general staff of The Church of God.  Again I want you to know that this letter comes to you not in a spirit of harshness or a better than thou attitude but simply a brother reaching out to a brother.  

May God bless you and keep you is my prayer.
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All For Christ and The Church of God,

James C. Nabors

JCN/dn







