Wedding Ceremony

1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Matt Nunn & Jessica Holcombe

• We are here together in this beautiful place, in the presence of God to celebrate the love between Matt and Jessica as they exchange vows and join in marriage.
 

• The Bible teaches that marriage is to be a permanent relationship of one man and one woman freely and totally committed to each other as companions for life.  
Our Lord declared that man shall leave his father and mother and unite with his wife in the building of a home, a family, and the two shall become one flesh. 

• Who gives this woman to be married?

( HANDS <——

• Matt and Jessica, the Bible has much to say about marriage— directly and indirectly. The very first people of creation were brought together by God who saw that it was not good for man to be alone. Eve was created to be Adam’s companion and his helper in all things. Jesus performed his first miracle at a wedding. Some of His most famous parables flow out of the context of marriage. 


• As you stand here today, I know that it is your desire that this ceremony not only reflect your commitment to one another but your individual and shared commitment to Christ. Marriage is the clasping of hands, the blending of hearts, the union of two lives lived as one. 
This marriage will stand by the strength of your love and the power of faith you have in one another and also in God. 


• I want to ask you to turn and face one another now.
 

• Jessica, please take Matt’s hands and hold them palms up so that you may see them for the gift which they are to you. 

• Jessica, these are the hands of your best friend. They are strong and vibrant with love; these hands, which are resting in yours today, are the hands of the one who has kept his promise to love you, and commits today with his promise to love you for all the remaining days of your life. These are the hands, which will work alongside you and will continue to build your future, in laughter and in tears as you share your innermost secrets and dreams.  These are the hands, which will be placed against your womb with expectant joy when he feels new life first stir within you. These hands, so large and strong, will be soft and gentle as he holds those babies for the first time.  These hands will work long hours for you and your children and they are the hands which will passionately love and cherish you throughout the years to come — the same hands that will continue to wipe away tears of sorrow and tears of joy from your eyes. These are the hands which will comfort you in times of illness and will hold you when grief intrudes your home. These are the hands which will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes— eyes that will be filled with adoration for you. 

TO JESSICA: 


Jessica Leigh Holcombe, do you take Matt to be your husband; to live together in the holy covenant of marriage? Do you promise to love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him so long as you both shall live?


If so, answer, “I DO.”

JESSICA: “I DO.”

• Matt, would you please take Jessica’s hands, palms up, so that you may see them for the gifts they are to you. 

• These hands are the hands of your best friend; soft, and tender which are holding yours on this special day as she affirms her love and commitment to you for all the days of her life.  These are the hands, which will hold your children in tender love, soothing them through illness and hurt, supporting and encouraging them along the way, and the hands that will know when it is time to let go.  These are the hands which will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times— they are the hands which will comfort you when you pre sick and will console you when you grieve.  These are the hands, which will passionately love you and cherish you through the coming years, and will cling to you for a lifetime.  These same hands will support you as you pursue your dreams of all that God has enabled you to be and become.  

TO MATT: 


Matthew Wayne Nunn, do you take Jessica to be your wife; to live together in the holy covenant of marriage? Do you promise to love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her so long as you both shall live?


If so, answer, “I DO.”

MATT: “I DO.”

• Together, as a team, her hands in yours, God’s best for you both will be realized. 

• Please join me in prayer… 

• Marriage is an intimate companionship which involves mutual commitment and responsibility.  You share alike in the responsibilities and the joys of life.  When true companions share a sorrow the sorrow is halved, and when they share a joy the joy is doubled. 

• Today you dedicate your home and your family to The Lord Jesus Christ, and I charge you before Him to take His Word, the Bible, for your guide.  Give loyal devotion to Him and live your lives as His willing servants, and let the true happiness and fulfillment He brings be your reward. 

WEDDING  VOWS

Matt, please repeat after me: 

 I, Matt, take you, Jessica, 


to be my wife, 



knowing in my heart that you are 




my constant and best friend, 





my faithful partner in life, 






and my one true love. 

 On this special, holy day, 


I give to you 

 in the presence of God 

 my sacred promise



to stay by your side 



as your faithful husband 

 in sickness and in health, 

 
in joy and in sorrow, 

 

through the good times 

 


and the bad. 

I promise to love you without reservation, 

 
honor and respect you, 

 

provide for your needs as best I can, 

 


protect you from harm, 

 



comfort you in times of distress, 

 grow with you in mind and spirit, 

 
always be open, honest and real with you, 

 

and continue to cherish you 

 


for as long as we both shall live. 

Jessica, please repeat after me: 

 I, Jessica, take you, Matt, 

 
to be my husband, 

 

secure in the knowledge 




 that you are my constant friend, 

 



my faithful partner in life, 

 




and my one true love. 

 On this special, holy day, 

 
I give to you 



in the presence of God 

 


my sacred promise





to stay by your side 

 




as your faithful wife 

 in sickness and in health, 

 
in joy and in sorrow, 

 

through the good times 

 


and the bad. 

 I promise to love you without reservation, 

 
comfort you in times of distress, 

 
encourage you to achieve all of your goals, 

 


laugh with you and cry with you, 

 grow with you in mind and spirit, 

 
always be open and honest with you, 

 

and continue to cherish you 

 


for as long as we both shall live.

Exchange of Rings

(Gary holds the rings and gives them one at a time.)

Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of the vows by which this man and woman have bound themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(MATT first, then JESSICA is to repeat this, following Gary)

I give you this ring—


I give you this ring—
as a symbol of my vow—

as a symbol of my vow—

and with all that I am—

and with all that I am—

and all that I have—


and all that I have—

I honor you—




I honor you—

In the Name of the Father—
In the Name of the Father—

and of the Son—



and of the Son—

and of the Holy Spirit—


and of the Holy Spirit—

Amen.




Amen.

•  Since you have made these commitments before God today, as a Minister of the Gospel, I declare that you are committed to one another as husband and wife. 

• “What therefore God has joined together let no man separate.” 

• Matt you may kiss your bride. 

Benediction


May God, our heavenly father, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord look upon you with His favor and fill you will all spiritual blessings and grace; that you may so live together in this life that, in the world to come you will have life everlasting through Jesus Christ. Amen.

I present to you Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Wayne Nunn

May 15, 2004

Kapolei, Hawaii

